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Essential Questions for our time together (and beyond):

Why are we learning this?

What is the best role and audience for my goals?
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My Best Designed Learning Experience…

An Elevator Pitch…
(Keep it short!)
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Context Situation
(before)

Performance
Assessment (after)

What’s in it
for teacher?

What’s in it
for student?

Health
Class

Students
complete a
multiple choice
test on
different food
groups and
healthy eating.

You are a
nutritionist working
at a summer camp.
You must plan a
week’s worth of
healthy meals for
the campers that
they will enjoy.
Create a menu that
includes all of the
options and
information about
their nutritional
values. Be prepared
to justify your
choices to the chef
in a 3-minute
presentation of the
menu!

Math Students
complete 10
problems on
volume, area,
and density.

You are an engineer
in the packaging
department of the
M&M candy
company. You need
to design a shipping
container that is
safe and cost
effective. Not only
do you need to
construct the
package, but you
must also create a
written proposal
and mathematically
accurate diagram of
your design. Be
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prepared to
convince
penny-pinching
company officers
that your design
will maximize the
shipping volume of
the M&Ms.

Science Students
complete a
worksheet on
the steps of the
Scientific
Method.

You are a scientist
at Tide. Design an
experiment to
determine which of
four brands of
detergent will most
effectively remove
three different types
of stains on cotton
fabric. Provide
written directions
and photographs to
guide the newly
hired member on
your team through
the procedures.
Your experimental
procedure should be
convincing,
polished, thorough,
and accurate.

Reading/
Writing

Students write
a short essay
after reading a
nonfiction
selection in the
anthology.

You are a journalist
writing an editorial
for the _______.
After researching
multiple sources
from a variety of
perspectives and
formats, write an
editorial that crafts
a clear and
well-justified
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argument about the
topic you’ve just
read in your
anthology.  Justify
to your editorial
board why this is a
compelling and
relevant opinion
that is consistent
with the
publication’s
philosophy.

Reading/
Writing

Students
answer the
questions at
the end of the
fictional
selection in the
anthology.

You are a
sketch-writer for
Saturday Night Live
and have been
asked to craft a
narrative parody of
a selection that
you’ve just read in
class. If selected by
the production
deadline, your
narrative will be
performed in an
“overly-dramatic
reading” by Jimmy
Fallon, Amy
Poehler, and Tina
Fey on this week’s
episode! Your story
parody should
appeal to the SNL
audience and
incorporate
characters, a
well-defined plot,
dialogue,
descriptive details,
and other engaging
elements.  Refine
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your work so that it
doesn’t wind up on
the cutting room
floor!

Science Students fill in
a blank outline
on the topic of
natural
disasters.

You work for the
National Weather
Service. You have
determined that a
large hurricane is
about to hit the East
Coast of the United
States. Create a plan
to adequately
inform and prepare
affected residents
for the storm. You
have 48 hours until
the storm hits. Be
timely, succinct,
and impactful!

Social
Studies

Students write
an essay about
Ivan the
Terrible.

The History
Channel has posted
a new job. They are
looking for
someone to write a
biography of Ivan
the Terrible to
accompany a new
documentary. You
have to determine if
you will portray
Ivan as a great ruler
who increased
stability in his land
or a tyrant who
reduced living
conditions for his
people. Once you
determine your
stance, create a
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proposal for the
Director of Ancient
Civilizations at the
History Channel.
Your proposal must
include specific
facts to justify your
position. It should
also be clear and
compelling so that
you are selected as
the writer for the
project!

Math Students take a
test on number
sense and basic
computation as
a
pre-assessment
at the
beginning of
the year.

You work for
Disneyland. You
have 4 acres of land
to develop a new
parking lot. How
many cars can fit
into the structure if
it is a single level
structure? Be
prepared to explain
your reasoning to
the head of
Disneyland security.
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The Understanding by Design Guide to Advanced Concepts in Creating and Reviewing Units
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The Understanding by Design Guide to Advanced Concepts in Creating and Reviewing Units
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